
Staff Contacts 
Questions? Comments? Ideas? 

Use this list to know who’s in the know: 
Director of Bands & Orchestra: 
Christine Russell   496-4700 
496-4729 crussell@bishopdwenger.com 

Director of Choirs: 
Ryan VanAntwerp  496-4700 
496-4730 rvanantwerp@bishopdwenger.com 

Executive Committee 

President:  Tim Miller 
     749-6077, tjmiller5@msn.com 
President Elect:  
      
Secretary:  Sharon Smith  
     557-0268, sharons@hallaluminum.com  
Treasurer:  Mary Lorenger 
    485-8420,  petelorenger@cs.com 
Committee Chairs 

Concessions Volunteer Coordinator:   
Patty Ritter 482-8458 
pattyritter@verizon.net 

Concessions:  Gary Vandeputte 490-9329  
evacpa@hotmail.com, Bill Lehn 486-4190, 
willeh@msn.com 
Transportation:  John Porter 496-4700  Steve   
      Sherburne 437-0832 

Newsletter Editors 
Peggy Beuchel 749-9982 pegbeuch@aol.com 

Marti Trout 637-4066 TroutMM@verizon.net 

Tim/Jennifer Miller 749-6077 tjmiller5@msn.com 
Lucy Blakey 485-7695 bbvp@mindspring.com 
       Send Photos to Lucy’s email 

Rib Fest   Tim Bouillon 426-7390 

              We just wanted to 
give everyone a heads up, as 
to what is coming for next 
year.  The boosters love the 
camaraderie and family at-
mosphere promoted at 
events where we volunteer 

and work together, and many good 
friendships have come from our ex-
periences.  We would love for this to 
continue.  However, we need to find 
a way to make the system fair for all 
involved.   
            Some have suggested that 
we won’t have enough volunteers if 
we institute this system and parents 
decide to pay and not participate.  
The reality is that if people who 
don’t participate are made to pay, 
we won’t need as many fundraisers.  
In order to replace a fundraiser that 
brings in $7,000, only seven fami-
lies would have to decide to pay the 
full amount.  It adds up quickly. 

              Any of the board members 
will be glad to discuss the new sys-
tem with you.  Further explanation 
and exact fee structures will be pre-
sented at the spring meetings for 
each group.  Please plan to attend 
these meetings. 
 
Thanks, 
Abby Geha 
President 
Music Boosters 

Dear Boosters, 
              Can you believe the 
year has passed this 
quickly?  The executive 
board wanted to take this 
opportunity to make every-
one aware of something we 
have been working on throughout 
this year. 
              You will see a change to 
the fee structure of the music pro-
grams beginning with the 
2010/2011 school year.  As every-
one knows, it costs close to $1,000 
for a child to participate in one of 
our competitive music groups – 
show choir, marching band, winter 
percussion and winter guard. We 
receive a minimal amount of fund-
ing from the school  The families of 
the performers are responsible for 
the cost associated with each group, 
which comes close to $90,000 each 
year.  The boosters, therefore, hold 
several fundraisers to offset the cost 
of the programs, and try to hold the 
actual out of pocket costs to a mini-
mum for each family. 
              Each family that has a child 
in one of the above activities is ex-
pected to volunteer at the fundrais-
ers. However, we all know that the 
work is rarely evenly distributed – 
as with every group, there are those 
who do their share and those who 
don’t, even though all the children 
benefit equally. 
              Therefore, for the 
2010/2011 school year, parents will 
be given an option for payment of 
fees: 

-      You can pay the entire cost 
for your child to participate 
in the group, and be free of 
volunteering – the $1,000 
estimate. 

OR 
-      You can agree to volunteer 

at a specified number of 
events and have your fees 
pro-rated – similar to the 
amount everyone currently 
pays.  

Next Music Booster Meeting 
Wednesday, May 19th 

 
2010-2011 Music 
Booster’s Officers      

 
President:  Tim Miller 
President Elect: 
Secretary:  Sharon Smith 
Treasure: Mary Lorenger 

 

Are you an individual who 
wants to carry on a tradition 
of supporting students in their 
endeavors to be successful? 
 
Our Music Booster Board has an 
opening for this type of person.  
The office of President –Elect is 
available for 2010—2011.  Please 
consider taking on this role and 
keeping our Booster organization 
strong and flourishing.    
Contact Tim Miller if interested.  



Directors’  Report 
Dear Friends, Family, and Alumni, 

It is hard to believe that this is 
the final newsletter of the school year 
and that we are getting ready to say 
farewell to the class of 2010. This has 
been a wonderful year with all of our 
students and it is a pleasure to wish all 
of our seniors the very best as they get 
ready to graduate and start on new 
paths in their lives. 

This year has been a great ad-
venture, especially our recently com-
pleted trip to Washington DC. The 
concert band, jazz band, orchestra, per-
cussion ensemble, winter guard and 
winter drum-line all traveled to DC 
and had the opportunity to clinic with 
several outstanding professors at 
George Mason University. The concert 
band and percussionists worked with 
Professor Mark Camphouse, the direc-
tor of university bands and head of the 
conducting program. The orchestra 
was treated to a great clinic with Dr. 
James Gardner, and the jazz band was 
challenged in GMU’s Jazz studies 
class taught by the Director of Jazz 
Studies, James Carroll. After our clin-
ics at George Mason we had the oppor-
tunity to visit Pope Paul VI Catholic 
High School to perform for many of 

their students. This was an opportunity 
for our students to share concert per-
cussion ensemble, winter guard, and 
winter drumline with students who 
were completely unfamiliar with these 
types of performing groups. We were 
also able to combine our bands and 
play a concert piece that we had both 
been studying. Of course the trip was 
more than just our performances, we 
were able to see many of the sites 
around Washington, including a visit 

to Arlington National Cemetery, the Pen-
tagon 9/11 memorial, Mass at the Basil-
ica of the Shrine of the Immaculate Con-
ception, the Holocaust Museum, and an 
unforgettable concert by the National 
Symphony Orchestra and Michael Cava-
naugh. As usual we were busy from sun 
up to sun down (and even beyond), but 
everyone had a good time and even man-
aged to learn quite a bit (even if they 
won’t admit it). 

In this last newsletter, I would 
like to take a moment to send out my 
deepest gratitude to all of the Music 
Boosters who put so much into our pro-
grams and our students, especially those 
who have senior students and will them-
selves be graduating from our program. 
There are so many parents and friends of 
our program who continuously give of 
their time and talents, and their impact 
on music at Dwenger is immeasurable. 
Thank you seems to be quite an under-
statement for many of our senior parents 
who have chosen to spend many week-
ends involved with our traveling ensem-
bles and just as many weekday evenings 
coming to booster meetings, building 
and painting props, working on a fund-
raising event, or making sure that the 
concession stand was open and ready to 
serve BDHS patrons. This list does not 
count the number of times that they have 
stepped up and filled a need before any-
one even knew it needed to be done. So 
although it doesn’t cover it – Mange tak, 
Merci beaucoup, Vielen Dank, Mahalo, 
Grazie, Gracias, and Thanks! 

As we wrap up our year, I would 
like to personally encourage you to at-
tend our year-end awards banquet. We 
will be celebrating all of our students’ 
accomplishments and enjoying one final 
gathering before graduation. Everyone is 
invited to attend and I hope to see you all 
there. Until we meet again, I am  
 
In His Service, 
Ms. Russell 

There are so many parents and friends 
of our program who  

continuously give of their time and  
talents, and their impact on music at 

Dwenger is immeasurable.  

Thank you to our Board 
members Abby Geha, Tim 
Miller, & Mary Lorenger 
for your hard work & dedi-
cation . It has been a pleas-
ure to serve with you.  
 
I, also, want to extend a 
BIG THANKS to all the 
Show Choir parents who 
sewed costumes, wash 
shirts, chaperoned, our 
stage dads & those who 
pulled our trailer this sea-
son. You are the best & I 
will miss you. 
Julie Bobay 
 
********************** 
A deep appreciation for the 
chaperons that went on the 
instrumental music trip to 
Washington D.C.  
 
********************** 
Special thanks to Tom 
Federspiel for driving the 
prop truck to Washington 
D.C.  Because of his fore-
sight in checking the oil of 
the rental truck, a blown 
engine was avoided.    
 
********************** 
Thanks to Julie Bobay and 
Abby Geha for their past 2 
years of service on the BD 
Booster Board.  We truly 
appreciate your time and 
talent.  



 

Upcoming Events 

 

Planning Ahead for: 
Marching Band 

June 8-10 Mini Camp  
Evening Practices 

July 5-9    Parade Rehearsals  
Evening Practices 

July 10 3 Rivers Parade  
(Morning) 

July 26-30 Band Camp  
Mandatory 

Aug. 2-6 Band Camp  
Mandatory 
8-5 Daily 

Show Choir 
August 7 & 8 Retreat 

August 9-12 & 14 
Show Choir Camp 

BD Music Boosters 
Scholarship   

Each year the Music 
Booster offers scholar-

ships to students for each 
area of performing arts; 
instrumental, vocal, and  
guard.  Selection Criteria 
is located in section six of 
the 2009-2010 BD Music 
Boosters’ Parent Note-
book.  All applications 
need to be received by 

May 12.  Scholarships will 
be awarded at the Spring 
Music Banquet on May 

23rd.  

 

Spring Musical  
“Okalahoma” 

May 14-16  
Friday and Saturday  
Performances at 7 PM.  

Sunday  
2:30 PM 

Business and personal 
good luck ads can be 

placed in the program.  
Contact any cast or crew 
member or call Mr. Van 

Antwerp at 496-4730 

The Music Boosters 
provide sanitation  

support for this festival 
each year.  We need 20 
people per shift.  Please 

call and lend a hand.   
 

3 shifts available: 
10:00—2:00 
1:45—6:00  

5:45—10:00 
Monday morning tear 

down. 
 
Contact:  Tim Bouillon  

426-7390 
bouill61@verizon.net 

Rib Fest 
June 20 

Doors open at 5:00 PM  
ÍOpening prayer and dinner: 5:30   
ÍAwards following the dinner. 
ÍAppropriate, modest dress is  
required. (no jeans, please) 
 
To ensure your reservation, contact  
Kim Roussey 627-0862 by 
Wednesday, May 10 

Sunday, May 23 
BDHS Cafeteria 

Potluck  

Potluck Food Assignments 
Senior families:  Come & enjoy  
Junior families:  Main Dish 
Sophomore families:  Salad 
Freshmen families:  Hot side dish 
Please bring a dish that will feed 
10-12 people. 
Table service, dessert and drinks 

will be provided.    

Composer/director Mark Camphouse leads the  
Concert Band’s clinic at George Mason University. 



The BD Beat is posted 
online.  Check us out  at 
bishopdwenger.com.  On 
the left side of the page, 
click News, Media & 
Events or Performing 
Arts, from the pull down 
menu select The BD 
Beat.  The 2009-2010 
newsletters are listed in 
order by month.   
NOTE:  If 
you would 
like to be 
taken off the 
newsletter 
mailing list and only 
view The BD Beat 
online, please send your 
name and address to 
pegbeuch@aol.com.   

 

              Your children can tell you all 
about where we went; they can show you 
photos, maybe short videos. But they can’t 
tell you how often we chaperones were 
thankful to spend it with them – or how 
often they made us proud. Like in Arling-
ton at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier: 
our students’ strides were synchronous, 
straight, and solemn. It was a once-in-a-
lifetime moment that they did not taken for 
granted and they honored themselves and 
their peers as well as the Unknowns. At 
the serious memorials/museums, Saints 
went through so thoughtfully that many 
were still talking about their deep-felt im-
pressions long afterward.   
              Official Study Time was slated 
after we checked in to the hotel. Students, 
books, calculators and notebooks spilled 
out of rooms and into the hallways. The 
Saints helped each other and were more 
focused on assignments than you’d think 
possible on an out of town trip. The next 
morning at the George Mason music clin-
ics, their musical responses to critiques 
were almost instantaneous. It was amazing 
to hear the improvements in real time. And 
when they performed for the students at 
Pope Paul VI High School? If they were 

anxious or frustrated by less 
than idea situations, it SO didn’t show. The 
Percussion Ensemble, Guard and Drum Line 
were impressive, even though there were 
changes to their shows to accommodate 
fewer performers and/or props.  
             Were they perfect little angels? 
Nope. They had some whiny, sleep-deprived, 
“are we there yet” moments. Some drama 
was unavoidable. Still, they behaved respect-
fully to the adults and looked out for each 
other. When they had to move quickly or 
adapt to unforeseen situations...they followed 
new instructions and rose to the occa-
sion.  Oh – and after all the travel and activi-
ties, one of your sons (that I know of) even 
served at St. Charles’ Sunday evening Mass. 
That’s the kind of Saints you’re raising: peo-
ple who give of themselves beyond expecta-
tions. 
             A four-day road trip with our Saints 
is physically exhausting...spending twelve 
hours straight with them on a charter bus...
herding them through museums, food courts 
and concerts. Taking head counts, like, a ba-
zillion times. But no matter where the next 
trip is, sign me up to do it all again.  
Lucy Blakey 

What’s a surefire way to really  get to know 
our Saints?  
Chaperone a road trip.  

 Spring  

Trip 

BD’s Winter Guard spins for 
their peers at the Performing 

Arts Convo. 

The Orchestra’s Erin Cinadr, 
Allison Schrenkel and Alec 

Lee. 

Congratulations to 
both Concert Choir 
and Advanced Choir 
for their outstanding 
performances at the 
ISSMA organizational 
contest at Snider on 

Saturday, April 24. Both choirs earned 
gold ratings in concert and sight-
reading. 
 
A round of applause for the Orchestra 
on their silver rating in concert and a 
gold rating for sight-reading at 
ISSMA.  Congratulations to the mem-
bers of the concert band who also 
earned gold ratings in 
concert and sight-
reading. Well Done! 

 

 

Trisha Trout: her smile made it 
to the top of the bleachers at 
Drum Line State competition.  


